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TEE  WASHINGTON  WEBDiiift. 

SafcerestiDg  Details  of  the  Ceremaajo 

30  W  THE  BRIDB  AND  Gil  0  Oil  WESB  DBB3SSD. 


THE    PRESIDENT    AND    HIS    CABINET    OFFICERS 
AMONG  THE  INVITED  CUE3T3. 


From  the  Washington  Chronicle,  we  select 
"the  following  details  of  the  marriage  of  Sena- 
tor Sprague  and  Miss  Chase,  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning;—    -- 

The  marriage  ceremony  between  Senator 
(and  -ex-Governor)  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  Miss  Kate  Chase,  the  beautiful  and  highly 
accomplished  and  eldest  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
rSectetary  of  the  T-easury,  took  place  last  eve- 
...  ning,  at  half  past  eight  o'clock,  at  the  residence 
of  the  bride's  father,  corner  of  Sixth  and  E 
streets.  Although  the  Contemplated  nuptials 
have  been  the  occasional  subject  of  newspaper 
comment  for  some  time  past,  yet  to  the  public 
at  large  the  definite  time  of  the  marriage  was 
not  announced  until  within  a  day  or  tw*  past. 

THE    INVITATIONS. 

to  the  wedding  were  as  strictly  private  as  it 
was  possible  to  be  in  consideration  of  the  high 
social  position  occupied  by  both  parlies.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this  fact,  some  five  hundred 
invited  guests  were  assembled  at  the  mansion 
of  Secretary  Chase,  between  the  hours  of  half- 
past  eight  and  twelve  y'clock.  The  represen- 
tatives of  the  newspaper  press,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  and  these  personal  friends  of  the 
Senator  and  Secretary  Chase,  were,  on  this  oc- 
casion, non-recipients  of  cards  of  invitation. 

THE  REPUTATION  OF  EX-GOFEENOB  tPRAGUE, 

not  aione  aa  Executive  officer  of  the  State  of 
"  Little  Rhody  "  and  as  a  statesman,  but  as  a  j 
brave  and  gallant  soldier,  is  world-wide.  The 
part  he  took  in  defence  ©f  the  Capital  in  Julv, 
1861,  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  is  known 
to  all  our  readers.  At  this  battle  he  persone.i- 
ly  commanded  a  Rhode  Island  brigade,  and 
behaved  with  great  gallantry.  Subsequently 
to  this  he  was  conspicuous  as  an  officer  upon 
General  McClellau's  staff  during  his  Peninsula, 
campaign.  Besides  these  personal  acts  of 
merit  in  the  field,  Senator  Sprague  has  on 
numerous  occasions  bequested  a  large  propor- 
tion af  his  immense  wealth  to  the  organizing, 
equipping,  and  supporting  of  the  soldiers  from 
his  own  State,  and  by  his  personal  influence 
and  example  has  up  to  the  present  time  en- 
couraged a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 

MISS  KATE  CHASE, 

The  bride  of  the  distinguished  Senator,  is  a 
lady  possessed  of  those  rare  virtues  of  heart 
and  mind,  which  alone  can  be  recognized  and  I 
appreciated  by  those  who  are  daily  thrown  in  j 
contact  witli  her;   and  it  is  in  the  modest 
retirement  of  her  own  home  that  these  graces 
sparkle  and  radiate  like    gems  of  dazzling  j 
splendor.    Modest  and  retiring  in  her  manner,  ' 
yet  blending  withal  a  dignity  and  ease  that 
singles  her  out  to  the  least  observant  eye  as  a  : 
woman  endowned  with  a  nobility  of  heart,  i 
fitting  her  for  any  position  in  life,  no  matter  ! 
how  exalted. 

DURING  THE  DA\" 

everything  had  been  properly  arranged  for  the  i 
reception  of  the  guests.    A  roll  of  matting  had  i 
been  run  from  the  mi.m  entrance  down  the  I 
steps  to  the  carriage  steps.     Shortly  after  dark  I 
a  large  crowd  of  all  sexes,  ages,  and  conditions  | 
began  to  assemble  around  the    mansion    of 
Secretary  Chase.    They  were  very  go  Ad  ma- 
tured as  large  crowds  generally  are,  and  wait- 
ed patiently  for  the  arrival  of  the  first  carriage. 
About  half-past  seven  o'clock  it  drove  up  to 
the  door,  the  occupants  alighted  and  proceeded 
within.     Shortly  another  arrived,   and    then 
another,  and  soon   a  continuous  line  of  car- 
riages ranged  along  B  street,  from  Seventh  st. 
to  near  Fifth  street.     As  one  after  the  other 
discharged  their  inmates  some  spicy  and  good- 
natured  remarks  were  passed   by'  the   eager 
Crowd   In    attendance.      Much    anxiety    was 
manifested  for  the  appearance   of  President 
Lincoln  and  Secretary  Seward. 

PRESIDENT  LINCOLN. 

did  not  arrive  until  half-past  eight  o'clock.  He 
came  in  his  private  carriage,  without  escort 
and  alone.  The  carriages  were  arranged  all 
around  the  square  and  completely  blockaded 
the  passage  way ;  but  little  or  no  confusion 
occurred. 


THE  MARRIAGE 

took  place  at  half-past  8  o'clock.  At  that  hour 
the  bride  and  groom  entered  the  room,  follow- 
ed by  the  following  named  ladies  and  gentle- 
men :  Miss  Chase,  sister  to  Miss  Kate  Chase ; 
Miss  Skinner,  neice  of  the  ecretary,  and  Miss 
Nichols,  neice  of  Governor  Sprague ;  Major  H. 
Balwin,  of  Gen.  Stahel's  staff;  Capt.  Hayes,  of 
Gen.  McDowell's  staff,  and  Capt.  Ives,"  Fleet 
Captain  of  the  Potomac  flotilla. 

The  parties  having  ranged  them.  Dives  at  the 
head  ef  the  room,  the  marriage  ceremony  was 
performed  by  Bishop  Clark,  of  Rhode  Island, 
in  the  chaste,  beautiful,  and  impressive  lan- 
guage of  the  Episcopal  faith.  Among  the  five 
or  six  hundred  guests  the  utmost  silence  pre- 
vailed, and,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony, 
the  relatives  of  the  bride  stepped  forward  and 
I  saluted  her  with  a  kiss.  Then  followed  the 
I  scenes  of  Joyous  congratulation  incident  to 
such  an  occasion,  which  promised  to  occupy 
the  best  portion  of  ohe  night  before  finished. 

MISS  CHASE  WAS  DRESSED 

In  a  gorgeous  white  velvet  dress,  with  an  ex- 
tended trail,  and  upon  her  head  wore  a  rich 
lace  veil.  But  little  or  no  ornament  was  per- 
ceived upon  her  person.  The  Senator  was 
clad  in  a  suit  of  rich  black  cloth,  with  the 
usual  additions  of  a  white  silk  vest. 

AMONG  THB  DIUfllTARIES. 

of  the  evening  we  noticed  the  President,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  togother  with  nearly  all  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet — Messrs.  Stanton, 
Bates  and  others.  Of  the  foreign  ministers, 
there  were  present  Lord  Lyona  and  Count 
Mercier.  The  British  and  French  legations 
were  also  well  represented.  The  military  was 
represented  by  Major  Generals  Halleck,  Auger, 
McDowell,  and  other  officers  of  lesser  note. 
Senators  Wilson  and  Conness,  of  California, 
we  also  noticed  during  the  course  Of  the  even- 
ing. Hon.  Simon  Cameron  and  his  two  daugh- 
ters were  alike  conspicuous  among  the  hosts 
of  guests  assembled  on  the  occasion,  together 
with  President  Garrett,  and  William  Preseott 
Smith. 
At  half  past  eleven  o'clock 

THE  DANCING 

(the  Lancers)  commenced  in  the  dining  room. 
The  bride  led  off  with  Hon.  R.  C.  Parsons, 
Ex-Consul  to  Rio  Janeiro,  aa  her  partner. 
The  young  and  beautiful  daughter  of 
General  McDowell  was  singled  out  among  the 
crowd  for  her  veiy  fine  dancing.  Among  the 
belles  of  the  evening  was  the  daughter  of  the 
Brazilian  Minister,  whose  beauty  was  the 
cynosure  of  all  eyes. 

DURING  THE  EVENING 

the  marine  band,  which  discoursed  most  ex- 
cellent music,  performed  a  superb  wedding 
march,  especially  written  for  the  occasion,  and 
dedicated  to  Miss  Kate  Chase. 

THE  BANQUET, 

which  occurred  at  a  late  hour  in  the  evening, 
was  a  most  sumptuous  affair,  and  the  edibles 
and  viands  were  of  the  choicest  description 
imaginable.  The  greatest  hilarity  prevailed  en 
all  sides,  and  mirth  and  merriment  were  the 
order  of  the  evening. 

Toward  midnight  the  guests  commenced  to 
depart,  and  the  scene  that  occurred  outside  the 
mansion,  as  the  carriages  drove  up  to  the  side- 
walk and  rolled  off  with  their  occupants,  was 
&  varied  and  animated  one.  The  marriage 
passed  off  with  the  greatest  eclat,  and  nothing 
occurred  to  mar  the  festivity  of  the  occasion. 
Notwithstanding  the  high  social  position  and 
extreme  wealth  of  the  twain  thus  united  in  the 
holy  bonds  of  matrimony, 

THE  ENTIRE  AFFAIR 

was  destitute  of  all  that  vulgarity  of  show  and 
glitter  which  are  so  frequently  the  concomi- 
tants of  such  procedures.  Everything  seemed 
planned  with  v.  view  to  the  comforts  of  the 
jruests  alone,  and  there  was  nothing  calculated 
to  offend  the  eye  or  taste.  The  long  continued 
life  and  happiness  of  the  newly  married  coupie 
is  the  noblest  epithalauaium  we  can  sing  to  t'ae 
Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Senator  Sprague. 

The  Philadelphia,  Inquirer  of  this  morning 
contains  the  following  announcement  of  the 
arrival  of  the  bridal  party  in  that  city: — 

Senater  Sprague  and  his  bride,  jweivliss  Kate- 
Chase,  daughter  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  whose  nuptials  were  celebrat- 
ed in  Washington   wirh  great  eclat  on  Thurs- 


day evening  last,  arrived  in  this  city  about  one 
o  clock  this  morning  from  Washington  and 
are  stopping  at  the  Continental.  The  distin- 
guished couple,  accompanied  by  a  bridal  party 
left  Washington  at  six  o'clock  last  evening  in 
the  private  car  of  W.  Prescoti;  Smith  pf  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road,  the  entire 
party  will  remain  in  this  city  until  Monday 
next,  when  they  will  leave  for  New  York  -pro. 
ceeding  from  'hence  to  Rhode  Island,  where 
they  will  remain  for  some  time,  to  receive  the 
congratulations  of  their  numerous  friends  and 
Acquaintances. 

The  talented  and  patriotic  ex-Govemcr  an* 
his  beautiful  and  accomplished  bride  will, 
doubtless,  receive  a  warm  welcome  from  their 
many  friends  and  admirers  in  this  city. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  bridal 
party  accompanying  the  happy  pair .- — 

Of  Ohio— Miss  Nettie  Chase,  Miss  Skinner 

Of  Washington— Captain  Haven,  Major 
Baldwin,  Captain  Ives. 

Of  Providence,  R.  I.— Mrs.  F.  Sprague 
Miss.  A.  Sprague,  Miss  M.  A.  Nichols,  Mrs°  a' 
Sprague,  Miss  Susan  Sprague,  Miss  A.  Rice 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Friezer,  Miss  Palmer,  Miss  Fisher' 
Mr.  J.  A.  Gardner,  Mr.  C.  D.  Jillsoh. 

The  journey  from  Washington  was  con- 
ducted quietly,  and  publicity  avoided  as  much 
as  possible. 

EPITHALAMIUM    FOR   GEN.   SPRAGUE   AND    MISS 
CHASE. 

BY  JOEL  BENTON. 
I. 

Wind  of  Summer,  soft  and  sweet, 
Blowing  up  the  coast  to-day. 

Kissing  all  the  snowy  fleet 
In  and  out  the  silver  bay — 

Waft  up  joy  on  rosy  feet- 
Fan  all  clouds  aad  care  away. 


; 


SPfc  AG-wC 


Wlliam  Sprague,  who  died  U»  Paris,] 
France,    last   Saturday,    was   the  last 
of  the  "war  governors''  who  were  ac- 
tive in  the"  interests  of  the  Tjnion  in  j 
'61-'«5,     He  was  chosen  as  the  chief; 
executive,  of  Rhode  Island  "when,  „h«1 
waa  twenty-nine  yews  old>« "•>  His  fa*«J 
sightedness   enabled    him   to   organize  | 
a  considerable  "body  of  tpeopa  before 
the  South  separated  from  the  North,  j 
At  the  head  of  his  men  he  marched  i 
to  Washington^      He'  waa  at  Bull  Run ' 
and  served  In  the  Peninsular     cam' ! 
paign."       Governor    Sprague    married ' 
Kate 'Chase,1' the  beautiful  and  accom- 
plished daughter  of  Salmon  P.  ChaseJ 
then  Lincoln'*  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury and   later  chief   Justice'*  of     the, 
United  States.       The  wedding,  wij'lchj 
took    place    i<n    the    national    capital, 
was   one   of   the   most   brilliant  func- 
tions  of   the    kind    ever   witnessed    in 
Washington  up   to   that  time.       Gov* 
ernor  Sprague's  best  servio*  was  ren- 
dered  to   his  country   when  Jfae   par- 
ticipated  With   the   governors   of  the 
loyal  states  in   the   convention  which 
met  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  for  l^o  .purpose 
of  looking  to  unity  of  action,  and  of 
addressing    to    president     Lincoln    a 
document  commending   his    proclam- 
ation  warning  the, slaveholders  that 
if  they  did  no^  Jay  down  their  arms 
within  three  toontbs  their  slaves  woul  d 
be  set  free.     'Governor  Sprague  was 
the  last  o*  the  "war  governors.*'   He' 
outlived    every    member    of    Lincoln's 
cabinet  and  nearly  every ,  member ''of 
Congress   of   the  Civil   war     period. 
During  his  declining  years  he  resided 
In   the   French  "capital.     HIS-  Interest 
in  the  cause  of  humanity  was  mani- 
fested in  the  conversion  of  his  apart-; 
ments    into    a    convalescent    hospital 
f 05  the  wounded   of  all  nat ionali ties. 


